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Part 2:  System Specification

You are to write a system specification for a your proposed (and accepted) software engineering project. The purpose of this document is to begin to quantify the proposal to allow for the transition from conceptualization (proposal) to actual analysis and design work for the project. The specification states the high-level objectives and constraints, then details software architecture issues, subsystem details, system modeling, performance issues, and timeframe constraints. 

The system specification is a more technical and thorough description than the project proposal. You should focus on the following areas:

· System Overview
-  this is similar to the proposal, but there is more detail provided as to the system operation

· Scope and Purpose of the System Specification Document

· Overview – describe objectives and constraints

· System Architecture – discuss the high-level system architecture, without regard to paradigm to be used for implementation (i.e. OO or Traditional). You may make references to possible tools and s/w, which your group is planning to use in the future development. A block system architecture is useful at this level.

· Subsystem Description – using your proposed system architecture, describe at a high level, the subsystems which will constitute the scope of your project. You may be descriptive (narrative) and/or use architecture diagrams (AFDs) to illustrate your plan.

· Performance  - You may address any elements which impact system performance, including reliability, availability, throughput, response time, scalability.

· Constraints – address issues that relate to system functionality. 

· System Modeling and Simulation Results – include system model for simulation, simulation results (when applicable). 

· Project Issues – include development costs and the schedule for the project lifespan.

· Additional topics may be covered as they apply to the specific system.

